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Public  Health  Department, 

Greenock,  3rd  May,  1924. 

To  the  Members  of  the  Scottish  Board  of  Health, 

and  to  the  Local  Authority  of  the  Burgh  of  Greenoch. 

Gentlemen, 

1 have  the  honour  to  submit  my  fifth  Annual  Report 
on  the  health  of  the  Burgh  of  Greenock  for  the  year  1923,  in 
accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Scottish  Board  of 
Health. 

The  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  compare  very  favourably 
with  those  immediately  preceding,  and,  indeed,  they  are  the 
lowest  figures  previously  recorded.  This  is,  to  a great  extent, 
due  to  the  tact  that  there  was  no  serious  epidemic  disease 
during  the  year  such  as  had  the  adverse  effect  upon  our 
Statistics  last  year,  when  Measles  was  not  only  extensive,  but 
of  a very  virulent  type.  The  death-rate  from  all  causes  is 
12.93  after  correction  lor  transfers,  as  compared  with  19.07 
in  1922,  and  an  average  of  16.30  for  the  corresponding  five 
years.  The  birth-rate,  27.0  compares  with  27.54  in  1922,  and 
an  average  of  29.19  for  the  preceding  five  years. 

The  Phthisis  death-rate,  9.80  per  10,000  of  the  popula- 
tion, is  slightly  higher  than  that  of  the  preceding  year, 
when  the  rate  was  9.77,  but  the  death-rate  from  all  Tuber- 
culous diseases,  15.44  per  10,000  of  the  population,  is 
cons  derably  less  than  the  death-rate  from  these  causes  in 
1922,  when  the  rate  was  16.25. 

Nothing  more  has  been  heard  of  the  proposal  for  the 
erection  of  a County  Sanatorium,  for  which,  in  my  opinion, 
there  is  ample  need,  and  if  the  cost  of  building  should  become 
more  reasonable,  I am  of  opinion  that  the  segregation  of  the 
young  contacts  of  Tuberculous  disease,  living  under  the 
Housing  conditions  at  present  prevailing,  in  buildings  suitably 
situated  in  the  country,  wnere  their  education  could  be  carried 
on  at  the  same  time,  would'have  a great'  influence  in  lessening 
the  incidence  of  actual  tubercular  disease,  and  would  be  more 
likely  . to  result  in  useful  healthy  citizens  than  might  be 
expected  to  result  from  the  expensive  buildings  provided  for 
the  defective  children,  mentally  and  otherwise,  as  is  done  so 
extensively  throughout  the  country.  However,  the  treatment 
of  all  kinds  of  Tubercular  disease  has  been  carried  out  success- 
fully in  our  local  Institutions  and  at  the  Tuberculosis  Dis- 


pensary  until  the  month  of  October,  when,  owing  to  the 
prevalence  of  a mild  form  of  Scarlet  Fever,  the  wards  at  (rate- 
side  Hospital  for  the  accommodation  of  Tuberculous  patient- 
had  to  be  utilised  to  a large  extent  for  the  treatment  of  thi- 
Disease.  In  addition  to  our  local  Institutions,  we  are  still 
deriving  benefit  from  the  working  agreements  which  we  had 
established  with  other  Institutions  throughout  Scotland  for 
l he  treatment  of  Tubercular  patients. 

The  Clinic  at  Shaw  Place  continues  to  be  attended  by  ever 
increasing  numbers,  but  as  a very  large  number  of  the  children 
brought  there  were  suffering  from  inanition  due  to  want  of 
nourishment  rather  than  from  actual  disease,  the  co-operation 
of  the  Milk  Committee,  to  whom  the  former  are  referred  by 
the  Medical  Officer  in  charge  of  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare, 
has  resulted  in  a very  considerable  improvement  in  the  health  of 
such  children,  as,  is  indicated  by  the  resultant  satisfactori- 
increase  of  weight. 

As  was  to  be  expected,  owing  to  the  continued  unem- 
ployment the  work  of  the  Milk  Committee  has  been  vert- 
extensive,  but  the  administration  has  been  so  successful  that, 
working  as  it  does  in  close  co-operation  with  the  Clinic  ol 
Shaw  Place,  much  benefit  has  been  derived  by  those  requir- 
ing, not  only  nourishment,  but  treatment. 

The  Maternity  Hospital  at  Togo  House,  a record  of  the 
work  of  which  is  referred  lo  in  my  Report  elsewhere,  still  con- 
tinues to  do  good  work  and  I am  hopeful  that  the  extension  of 
this,  which  has  been  considered  for  so  long,  will  be  an  accom- 
plished fact,  as  the  need  for  it  becomes  more  and  more  apparent 
to  the  Authorities  here. 

With  regard  to  the  Clinic  for  the  treatment  of  Venereal 
Diseases  at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  this  has  more  than  justified 
the  expectations  formed  as  to  the  need  for  such  and  for  the 
benefits  which  would  be  derived  therefrom,  and,  not  only  has 
an  ever  increasing  number  of  cases  been  presented  for  treat- 
ment, but  it  would  appear  that  the  natural  hesitation,  which 
at  tR’st  seemed  to  he  felt,  has  been  overcome  as  the  benefits 
derived  have  become  more  widely  recognised.  Dr.  Donald  is 
in  r tendance  on  two  evenings  weekly,  and  sees  all  new  cases 
presented  at  these  times,  but,  in  addition,  daily  treatment  is 
carried  out  by  a very  efficient  and  fully  qualified  attendant,  and 
the  success  of  Ihe  Clinic,  as  must  be  in  all  such  Clinics,  is  un- 
doubtedly due  as  much  to  the  tact  displayed  as  to  the  actual 
treatment  provided.  Tlie  treatment  of  Female  cases  is  still 
done  through  our  Mnfernitv  and  Child  Welfare  Deportment 
in  connection  with  the  Glasgow  Treatment  Centres,  but 
matters  will  not  be  fully  satisfactory  until  arrangements  have 


become  possible  for  having-  such  cases  treated  locally.  The 
Scottish  Board  of  Health,  towards  the  middle  of  last  year, 
suggested  that  the  present  arrangements  at  Paisley  and  at 
Greenock  should  be  continued  for  twelve  months  or  thereby 
for  the  purpose  of  arriving  at  data  which  might  become  useful 
in  the  direction  of  the  proposed  combination  for  the  whole 
County  being  undertaken  under  one  administrative  head,  with 
the  Climes  situated  as  they  are  at  present.  Undoubtedly,  when 
(his  is  accomplished,  there  will  be  a very  considerable  reduc- 
tion in  the  expenditure  without  any  diminution  of  the  good 
results  which  are  at  present  obtained  in  the  treatment  of  these 
diseases  at  Paisley  and  Greenock  individually. 

i am, 

Gentlemen, 

Tour  Obedient  Servant, 


S.A.,M.B.,  O.R  H. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


BOUNDARIES  OF  DISTRICTS. 


A — East — All  east  of  a line  running  clown  the  centre  of  Lyne- 
dock  Street  and  Bogle  Street,  by  way  of  Begent  Street. 
(Wards  I.,  II.,  111.) 

B — East  Central — From  a line  drawn  down  the  centre  of 
Ann  Street,  Buccleuch  Street  and  Vennel  to  West  Har- 
bour, and  thence  eastward  to  boundary  of  foregoing  dis- 
trict. (Wards  IV.  and  V.) 

C — West  Central — From  a line  down  the  centre  of  West 
Burn,  Nelson  Street,  Argyle  Street  and  Laird  Street,  by 
way  of  West  Blackball  Street,  to  the  Albert  Harbour,  and 
thence  eastward  to  boundary  of  foregoing  districts. 
(Wards  VI.  and  VII.) 

D— West — All  west  of  the  foregoing  district  to  the  borders  of 
Gateside  Area. 

E — Gateside  Area — The  area  annexed  under  the  Greenock 
Corporation  Act,  1909,  including  Siuithston  Poorhouse 
and  Asylum,  Gateside  Fever  Hospital,  the  cottages  at 
Gateside,  and  a few  farms. 


REPORT 

ON  THE 

Health  of  the  Burgh  of  Greenock 

For  the  Year  1923. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Population. — The  population  as  estimated  by  the  Regis- 
trar General  to  the  middle  of  1923  is  81,600,  and  will  he  used 
throughout  this  Report,  although  I am  still  of  opinion  that  it 
is  considerably  underestimated. 

Deaths. — There  were  1,082  deaths  registered  in  the  Burgh 
during  1923,  representing  a gross  death-rate  of  13.25  per 
thousand  of  the  population.  This  figure,  however,  is  subject 
to  correction  in  respect  of  transfers,  there  being  31  “In”  and 
58  “Out,”  and  the  net  total  deaths  number  1,055,  equivalent 
to  a death  rate  of  12.93.  fine  average  for  the  last  five  years 
was  16.30. 


Age  Distribution  of  Mortality. — Table  1 shews  the  total 
deaths  in  the  Burgh,  arranged  according  to  age  periods. 
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'This  shews  a decrease  at  all  ages,  and  is  particularly  marked 
amongst  those  between  1 and  5 years,  as  is  only  to  be  expected 
when  one  considers  that,  in  the  previous  year,  the  Measles 
epidemic  was  especially  fatal  at  these  age  periods. 


The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1 year  per 
1000  births). — There  were  169  deaths  amongst  infants  under 
1 year,  equivalent  to  a rate  76.67.  In  1922  there  were  336 
deaths,  equivalent  to  a rate  of  149.13,  and  the  average  for  the 
last  five  years  was  110.85. 

The  natural  increase  of  population,  i.e.,  excess  of  births 
over  deaths  was  1,149,  as  against  693  in  1922,  and  the  average 
for  the  last  5 years  was  977. 
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Area. — The  area  of  the  Burgh  is  2,945  acres,  and  the 
density  of  the  population  is  27.70  persons  per  acre.  This  i- 
explained  by  the  llegistrar  General’s  estimate  being  200  less 
than  for  the  preceding  year. 

Births. — 2,204  births  were  registered  during  the  year. 
This  was  equivalent  to  a birth-rate  of  27. 0 per  1,000  of  the 
population.  In  1022  the  births  numbered  2,253,  this  being- 
equivalent  to  a birth-rate  of  27.54  per  1,000  of  the  population, 
and  the  average  for  the  last  5 years  was  29.19. 

Of  the  births  registered  1,152  were  male  and  1,052  were 
female,  thus  shewing  for  the  fourth  consecutive  year  an  excess 
of  males  over  females.  The  illegitimate  births  number  109, 
or  4.99  per  cent,  of  the  whole,  which  shews  an  increase  from 
last  year  when  the  rate  was  4.52  per  cent. 

Comparison  of  Districts  A,  B.  C,  and  D. 

For  the  purpose  of  comparing  the  Districts  of  A,  B.  C, 
and  D,  I have  estimated  the  population  of  each.  Inis 
estimate  is  based  upon  the  ratio  which  the  total  number  of 
Parliamentary  Voters  in  the  Burgh  bears  to  the  total  popula- 
tion, and  the  number  of  voters  in  each  ward  multiplied  by 
this  figure  gives  the  estimated  population.  This  has  enabled 
me  to  ascertain  the  state  of  each  district  from  the  Pubiie 
Health  point  of  view,  and  the  results  are  set  out  in  the  follow- 
ing Tables — District  F,  which  is  mainly  institutional,  being 
ignored  : — 

Phthisis. 


District. 

Population. 

Death-rate. 

Death-rate. 

A. 

East, 

24,972 

i3-og 

o.SS 

B. 

East  Central, 

17.1S3 

12.10 

0-75 

C. 

West  Central, 

24,403 

12.94 

1.27 

D. 

West, 

15,011 

10.78 

0.53 

Whole  Burgh, 

81,600 

12-93 

0.9S 

Infantile 

District. 

Births. 

Birth-rate. 

Death-rate. 

A. 

East, 

824 

32.99 

Sg.So 

B. 

East  Central, 

463 

26.94 

77-75 

C. 

West  Central, 

754 

30.S9 

64 .9S 

D. 

West, 

151 

10.05 

46.35 

Whole  Burgh, 

2,204 

27.0 

76.67 

As 

will  be  seen 

from  the  above 

the  East  District 

shews  the 

highest  birth-rate  and  also  the  highest  infantile  death-rate, 
as  also  the  highest  death-rate.  The  Phthisis  death-rate  in  the 
West  Central  District  is  appreciably  higher  than  in  any  of  the 
other  Districts.  There  is  no  other  point  of  special  difference 
io  note  as  compared  with  previous  years. 
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CLASSIFICATION  AND  THE  CAI  SES  OF  DEATH. 


Zymotic  Diseases. — The  various  forms  of  infectious  dis- 
ease, including-  Influenza,  but  excluding  Phthisis  and  Pneu- 
monia, caused  77  deaths,  as  against  302  in  1922.  Compared 
with  1922  this  shews  a decrease  of  285  deaths.  This  is 
obviously  due  to  the  absence  of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough 
to  a great  extent.  The  Zymotic  death-rate  for  the  year  is 
0.94,  a decrease  of  3.48  as  compared  with  1922,  and  a decrease 
as  compared  with  the  average  of  the  last  5 years  of  1.48,  when 
the  average  was  2.42. 

Tuberculous  Diseases. — Phthisis  caused  80  and  other 
Tuberculous  Diseases  4G  deaths.  The  latter  included 
19  deaths  from  Tuberculous  Meningitis  and  2 from  Abdominal 
Tuberculosis.  The  corresponding  figures  for  1922  and  the 
previous  five  years’  average  are  as  follows : — 


Other 

Phthisis. 

Tuberculous  Diseases 

1 922,  

So 

53 

Previous  5 years’  average, 

79 

47 

The  death-rate  from  Phthisis  was  0.98  per  1,000  of  the 
population,  and  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculous  Disease,  includ- 
ing Phthisis,  1.54,  as  compared  with  1.02  in  1922.  The 
relative  figures  for  the  average  of  the  last  five  years  were  1.00 
and  1 .06 

Diseases  Classified  according  to  Systems. — Diseases  of  the 
Circulatory  System  stand  highest  with  168  deaths,  whilst  the 
diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System*  caused  152  deaths,  includ- 
ing 89  from  Pneumonia  and  Broncho-Pneumonia,  and  58  from 
Bronchitis.  Deaths  from  diseases  of  the  Nervous  System 
numbered  131,  and  there  were  43  deaths  from  Diseases  of  the 
Digestive  System. 

Malignant  Diseases  (including  Cancer). — There  were  97 
deaths,  of  which  42  were  males  and  55  females.  These  figures 
were  only  slightly  less  than  those  of  the  preceding  year,  and 
the  only  alteration  would  seem  to  be  a slight  increase  in  the 
female  mortality,  and  a corresponding  decrease  in  the  male 
mortality,  but  these  diseases  still  retain  a prominent  place  in 
the  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Burgh,  although  the  average  for  the 
last  5 years  was  111. 

Accidents  and  Violence. — 27  deaths  were  caused  in  this 
manner,  21  being  males  and  0 females,  being  similar  figures 
obtained  during  the  previous  year.  4 of  the  deaths  were  due 
to  drowning  as  against  5 last  vear.  and  1 was  homicidal. 
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Premature  Births. — 25  deaths  were  accounted  for  through 
Premature  Birth  equal  to  11.04  per  1,000  births.  This  shews 
a large  decrease  from  previous  figures,  and  it  is  satisfactory  to 
record. 

IN FECTIOF  S DISEASES . 

1,696  cases  of  Infectious  Disease,  and  209  cases  of  Tuber- 
cular Disease — in  all  1,905  cases — were  ascertained  during  the 
year.  In  1922  the  numbers  wei'e  respectively  5,056  and  216 
— a total  of  5,272.  Compared  with  1922  the  following  shew 
an  increase: — Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever,  Erysipelas,  and 
Chickenpox,  while  Pneumonia,  Enteric  Fever,  Malaria, 
Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  shew  a decrease,  the  last  two 
in  particular. 

4 cases  of  Malaria  and  39  cases  of  Pneumonia  were  noti- 
fied in  terms  of  the  Public  Health  (Pneumonia,  Malaria, 
Dysentery,  etc.)  Regulations  (Scotland),  1919,  and  are  in- 
cluded in  the  figure  above  given  for  Infectious  Diseases. 

Table  II.  shews  the  mortality  at  different  periods  of  life 
occurring  in  each  of  the  five  districts  during  the  year. 

Table  III.  shews  the  number  of  deaths  belonging  to  the 
Burgh  of  Greenock,  but  occurring  in  other  districts  during  the 
year. 

Table  IV.  shews  the  total  mortality  during  the  year  with 

the  equivalent  death-rates. 

» 

Table  V.  shews  the  Infantile  Mortality  from  stated  causes 
at  various  ages  under  1 year. 

Table  AM.  shews  the  number  of  cases  ascertained  month 
by  month  during  the  year,  and  indicates  the  prevalence  of 
disease  as  regards  season.  The  greatest  number  of  cases  was 
ascertained  in  the  month  of  March,  chiefly  owing  to  Chicken- 
pox,  the  prevalent  disease,  and  the  lowest  number  in  August. 

Table  AMI.  shews  the  source  of  information  of  the  exist- 
ence of  Infectious  Disease.  Of  the  total  1,696  cases  ascer- 
tained (in  addition  to  the  209  cases  of  Tubercular  Disease) 
969  were  reported  by  Householders  in  terms  of  (he  Greenock 
Corporation  Act,  1909,  492  were  notified  by  Medical 

Practitioners,  182  by  Householders  and  Medical  Practitioners, 
5 by  the  School  Medical  Inspector,  13  by  the  House  Surgeons 
in  the  Royal  Infirmary,  11  by  Public  Health  Officers  and  24 
were  reported  after  death  by  the  Registrars.  The  cases 
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reported  by  the  Registrars  included  2 eases  of  Whooping 
Cough,  8 eases  of  Measles,  1 case  of  Enephalitis  Lethargica 
and  13  eases  of  Diarrhoea. 

Table  VIII.  gives  a comparative  statement  of  the  number 
of  eases  of  Zymotic  Diseases  treated  at  Home  and  in  Hospital, 
and  shews  the  number  of  apartments  in  the  homes  of  the 
patients.  Of  the  Scarlet  Fever  cases,  99.50  per  cent,  were 
treated  in  Hospital;  of  Enteric  Fever  100  per  cent.;  and  of 
Diphtheria  98.21  per  cent.  As  regards  those  treated  at 
Home,  one  child  died  at  home  before  notification,  and  the 
remainder  were  permitted  to  be  treated  at  home  as  the  home 
conditions  were  such  as  admitted  of  their  being  not  only 
satisfactorily  isolated,  but  privately  nursed. 

Table  IX.  shews  the  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Dis- 
eases ascertained  with  the  removals  to  Hospital  from  the  five 
districts  during  the  year. 

Table  X.  shews  the  number  of  cases  of  Measles  and 
Whooping  Cough,  with  or  without  medical  attendance,  and 
the  percentage  of  deaths  to  cases  ascertained  month  by  month. 

Table  XI.  compares  the  mortality  at  home  and  in  Hospi- 
tal in  relation  to  Scarlet  Fever,  Enteric  Fever,  and  Diphtheria. 

Table  XII.  shews  the  number  of  families  and  persons  ac- 
commodated in  the  Reception  House  during  the  year. 

INDIVIDUAL  DISEASES. 

Smallpox. — There  was  no  case  of  Smallpox  during  the 
year. 

Chickenpox. — During  the  year  505  cases  were  reported 
under  the  Greenock  Corporation  Act,  1909.  There  was  no 
death.  The  number  of  cases  reported  in  1922  was  2G2. 

Enteric  Fever. — 13  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  dur- 
ing the  year,  5 from  one  family  and  2 from  another,  and  these 
were  all  removed  to  Hospital.  In  no  case  was  there  any 
apparent  connection  between  the  cases  occurring  in  the  differ- 
ent households.  It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  no  deaths 
occurred  from  this  disease  during  the  year. 

Typhus. — There  was  no  case  of  Typhus  during  the  year. 

Scarlet  Fever. — 400  cases  were  notified.  The  diagnosis 
in  4 cases  was  altered  after  admission  to  Hospital.  There 
were  0 deaths,  being  1.50  per  cent,  of  the  cases  ascertained. 
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In  1922  the  number  of  cases  and  the  mortality  rate  were  111 
and  .90  respectively,  fortunately  the  type  of  this  disease  w as 
very  mild. 

o98  or  99.50  per  cent,  of  the  cases  notified  were  treated 
in  Hospital,  as  compared  with  111  and  100  per  cent,  in  1922. 

All  contacts,  excepting  such  as  previously  had  had  the 
disease,  adult  persons,  and  the  occupiers  of  houses  where  the 
need  for  isolation  was  obviously  unnecessary,  were  accoin-^ 
modated  in  the  Deception  House  for  a period  of  10  days  from 
last  exposure  to  infection.  Disinfection  of  the  clothing  and 
of  the  infected  houses  was  carried  out  by  the  Department  after 
each  case,  and  the  susceptible  contacts  who  were  attending 
school  were  debarred  for  a period  of  10  days.  The  usual 
notices  to  the  headmasters  of  schools  were  issued  in  regard 
to  the  debarring  and  freeing  of  the  children. 

Diphtheria.— 112  cases  were  notified,  of  which  109  were 
removed  to  Hospital.  One  died  at  home  before  notification. 
There  were  6 deaths,  5 occurring  in  Hospital,  and  1,  as  above 
stated,  before  notification.  The  diagnosis  in  8 cases  was 
altered  after  admission  to  Hospital.  In  1922  there  were  85 
cases  and  7 deaths.  It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that,  whilst  the 
number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  was  considerably  increased, 
there  were  fewer  deaths  than  in  the  previous  year.  This  was 
undoubtedly  clue  to  the  diagnosis  being  made  early. 

Swabs  from  the  throats  of  all  contacts  were  taken,  and 
in  those  cases  where  a positive  result  was  obtained  the  in- 
dividuals were  removed  lo  Hospital  for  local  treatment  until 
two  negative  results  were  obtained.  In  this  manner  incipient 
cases,  which  would  have  developed  at  home  and  probably 
spread  the  disease,  were  placed  under  proper  and  effective 
local  treatment  in  favourable  conditions  and  the  development 
of  the  disease  arrested.  887  swabs  were  taken  during  tin* 
year.  26  of  the  swabs  shewed  positive  results.  The  contacts 
with  negative  results  were  permitted  to  attend  school.  Apart 
from  the  cases  where  the  swabs  of  the  contacts  shewed  positive 
results,  and  which  were  included  amongst  the  cases  notified 
as  Diphtheria,  no  connection  whatever  between  the  cases 
occurring  could  be  ascertained,  and  the  disease  appeared  to 
be  of  a sporadic  nature. 

Measles. — 515  cases  of  Measles  were  ascertained  during 
the  year.  Of  the  cases  notified,  494  were  reported  by  House- 
holders under  the  Greenock  Corporation  Act,  1909;  5 by 
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Doctors;  l by  House  Surgeon,  Royal  Infirmary ; 7 by  Public 
Health  Officers,  and  8 by  Registrars  afier  death.  Of  the 
cases  notified,  494,  or  95.2  per  cent,  were  reported  by  House- 
holders under  the  requirements  of  the  Local  Act.  This  is  a 
somewhat  lower  figure  than  in  the  preceding  year,  when  the 
percentage  was  97.22 

There  were  12  deaths  or  2.33  per  cent,  of  the  cases  ascer- 
tained. In  1922  there  were  177  deaths  or  5.98  per  cent. 

Whooping  Cough. — 34  cases  were  ascertained,  32  being 
notified  by  Householders  in  terms  of  the  Corporation  Act,  and 
2 by  the  Registrars  after  death.  There  were  2 deaths,  or  5.88 
per  cent,  of  the  cases  ascertained.  In  1922  there  were  1,49!) 
cases  ascertained  and  80  deaths. 

Erysipelas. — 43  cases  were  ascertained,  and  there  was  no 
death.  In  1922  there  were  41  cases  and  3 deaths. 

Puerperal  Lever. — There  were  10  cases  and  there  was  1 
death,  occurring  in  Hospital.  The  diagnosis  in  4 cases  was 
altered  after  admission  to  Hospital.  11  cases  in  1922  were 
notified  and  3 deaths. 

Diarrhoea. — 13  deaths  were  reported  by  the  Registrars. 
12  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  houses  of  one  and  two  apart- 
ments. 9 of  the  deaths  were  amongst  children  under  1 year 
of  age.  In  1922  there  were  13  deaths,  and  12  of  these  oc- 
curred in  houses  of  one  and  two  apartments,  whilst  10  of  the 
deaths  were  amongst  children  under  1 year  of  age. 

Infantile  Mortality. — This  is  reported  on  in  that  part  of 
the  Report  dealing  with  the  Maternity  Service  and  Child  Wel- 
fare Scheme. 

DI PHTHERIA  ANT1-T(  >XIN 

Diphtheria  Anti-Toxin  is  supplied  free  to  doctors  desirous 
of  administering  a dose  before  a patient  is  removed  to  Hospital 
in  an  emergency,  and  in  home  treatment  cases. 

Arrangements  have  been  made,  through  the  courtesy  of 
the  Chief  Constable,  whereby  a supply  of  Anti-Toxin  is  kept 
at  the  Central  Police  Station,  so  that  Medical  Practitioners 
may  avail  themselves  of  it  at  any  time,  especially  during  the 
night  or  when  (he  Public  Health  Department  Offices  are 
closed  or  in  cases  of  emergency.  A supply  is  also  available 
at  Gateside  Hospital  for  the  same  purpose,  an  arrangement 
which  Dr  Love  very  kindly  agreed  to  some  years  ago. 

36,000  units  in  all  were  supplied  in  this  way  during  tin' 

year. 
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ANTI  -MEJN  IN  GOCOCC  l'  S SEE  I'M . 

A free  supply  of  this  serum  is  also  available  for  Medical 
Practitioners  for  use  within  the  Burgh.  There  were  no 
applications  during  the  year. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

80  deaths  occurred  from  Phthisis,  equivalent  to  a death- 
rate  of  9.80  per  10,000  of  the  population. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
during  the  year  was  46,  comprising.  19  from  Tubercular 
Meningitis,  2 from  Abdominal  Tuberculosis  and  25  from  other 
Tuberculous  Diseases.  The  equivalent  death-rate  was  5. GO 
per  10,000  of  the  population. 

All  forms  of  Tuberculosis,  including  Phthisis,  caused  126 
deaths  or  15.44  per  10,000  of  the  population.  In  1922  there 
were  133  deaths,  or  16.25  per  10,000. 

73.33  per  cent,  of  the  Phthisis  cases  notified,  and  85.13 
per  cent,  of  the  other  Tuberculous  cases  were  from  houses  of 
one  and  two  apartments. 

During  the  year  209  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified, 
of  which  135  were  of  Phthisis  and  74  of  Tuberculosis,  not 
Phthisis.  This  compares  with  216  in  1922,  and  159  in  the 
previous  5 years’  average. 

As  regards  season,  the  greatest  number  of  Phthisis  cases 
was  notified  in  February,  when  18  cases  were  reported,  and 
the  lowest  in  the  month  of  August,  when  5 cases  were  notified. 
The  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculous  Disease,  not  Phthisis, 
notified  varied  from  13  in  the  month  of  July  to  2 in  the  month 
of  October. 


TUBERCULOSIS  SCHEME. 

The  pavilion  at  Smithston  has  been  occupied  regularly 
since  its  opening,  thus  relieving  the  congestion  of  cases  at 
(fateside  Hospital,  except,  as  already  reported  on,  when  the 
prevalence  of  Scarlet  Fever  caused  the  removal  of  most  of  the 
Tuberculous  cases  from  Gateside  Hospital  to  their  homes,  as 
a temporary  arrangement  only  until  the  Scarlet  Fever  out- 
break had  subsided.  Throughout  the  year,  I followed  out, 
as  formerly,  the  principle  of  allowing  patients,  who  were  able 
to  go  about,  the  privilege  of  returning  home  during  the  day 
time  for  one  day  per  month,  and  have  to  record  that  this  would 
appear  to  be  a satisfactory  arrangement,  the  number  of  cases 


abusing-  this  privilege  being  comparatively  small.  The  other 
Institutions  with  which  working  agreements  have  been  entered 
into  for  the  housing  of  cases  of  Tubercular  Diseease  were  still 
utilised  throughout  the  year,  and  I have  to  record  the  very 
satisfactory  way  in  which  my  applications  were  responded  to 
by  the  Authorities  in  charge  of  Noranside  Sanatorium,  where 
most  of  the  Ex-service  patients  were  received  and  treated. 
The  opiuions  expressed  by  the  patients  as  regards  their  treat- 
ment in  this  Sanatorium  were  very  favourable  indeed. 

SUPERVISION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  IN  1923. 

There  were  G15  cases  of  Tuberculosis  under  supervision 
at  31st  December,  1923.  Of  these  391  were  of  Phthisis,  and 
224  of  Tuberculous  Disease  other  than  Phthisis.  Of  the 
Phthisis  patients,  8 were  in  Bridge  of  Weir  Sanatorium,  1 in 
Lanfine  Home,  Kirkintilloch,  1 in  Manor  Valley  Sanatorium, 
Peebles,  7 in  Noranside  Sanatorium,  Forfar,  10  in  Grateside 
Hospital,  20  in  Smithston  Pavilion,  89  under  Home  Super- 
vision, whilst  254  were  attending  the  Dispensary.  One 
non-pulmonary  case  was  in  Heatherwood  Hospital,  Ascot. 

Home  Supervision. — Patients  under  Home  Supervision 
were,  for  the  most  part,  fit  for  work , and  their  condition  was 
duly  noted  by  the  Visiting  Nurses.  If  anything-  further  in  the 
way  of  treatment  appeared  to  be  required,  they  were  requested 
to  visit  the  Dispensary.  710  cases,  including  195  new  cases, 
were  visited  by  the  Nurses,  who  made  during  the  course  of 
the  year  3,428  visits. 

Dispensary. — Work  at  the  Dispensary  has  been  of  great 
service  to  the  patients,  and  the  attendance  at  the  Clinics  has 
increased  to  a very  great  extent.  The  numbers  for  1923  were 
2,395  as  against  1,325  in  1922.  This  again  shews  an  increase 
of  80.7  per  cent,  over  the  previous  year. 

The  results  gained  from  the  use  of  the  Simpson  Light  in 
cases  of  Lupus  and  unhealthy  tubercular  ulcerations  have 
again  been  most  satisfactory. 

TREATMENT  OF  PATIENTS  IN  SANATORIA  AND 

HOSPITALS. 

Sanatoria. — There  were  11  patients  in  Bridge  of  Weir 
Sanatorium  on  1st  January,  1923.  7 patients  were  admitted 

during  the  year  and  10  were  discharged,  leaving  8 in  the 
Sanatorium  on  31st  December,  1923. 

Of  the  cases  discharged,  2 were  improved,  5 much  im- 
proved and  3 not  improved. 
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There  was  1 patient  in  Noranside  Sanatorium  on  1st 
January,  1923,  9 were  admitted  during  the  year,  and  3 were 
discharged,  leaving-  7 in  the  Sanatorium  on  31st  December, 
1923. 

Of  the  eases  discharged,  all  were  improved.  As  the  cases 
sent  to  Bridge  of'  Weir  and  Noranside  were  all  similar  cases, 
the  results  obtained  at  Noranside  wouid  seem  to  be  superior 'to 
those  obtained  at  Bridge  of  Weir,  and  it  would  appear  that 
the  Sanatorium  treatment  of  the  cases  sent  from  this  Depart- 
ment has  made  a distinct  advance  from  that  obtained  in  pre- 
vious years  by  the  utilisation  of  this  ideally  situated  Sana- 
torium. 

There  was  1 patient  in  Lanfine  Home.  Kirkintilloch,  on 
1st  January,  1923,  none  were  admitted,  and  1 remained  on 
31st  December,  1923. 

There  was  1 patient  in  Manor  Valley  Sanatorium  on  1st 
January,  1923,  2 were  admitted  during  the  year,  and  2 were 
discharged,  leaving  1 in  the  Sanatorium  on  31st  December. 
1923. 

Of  the  cases  discharged,  1 was  improved  and  1 not  im- 
proved. 

There  was  1 patient  in  Marillac  Home,  Warley.  Essex, 
on  1st  January,  1923.  This  patient  improved  during  her  stay 
in  the  Home,  but  left  on  31st  May  against  advice,  and  was 
re-admitted  on  26th  July.  She  was  discharged  in  October  not 
improved.  One  other  patient  was  admitted  during  the  year 
and  discharged  improved. 

Hospitals. — There  were  28  patients  in  the  Phthisis  Wards 
of  Gateside  Hospital  on  1st  January,  1923.  During  the  year 
61  patients  were  admitted,  59  were  discharged,  2 were  trans- 
ferred to  Smithston  Pavilion,  16  died  in  Hospital,  and  12  re- 
mained under  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Of  the  59  discharged,  24  were  improved,  15  much  im- 
proved, 5 not  improved,  and  15  remained  in  statu  quo.  As 
regards  these  figures,  it  is  to  be  remembered  that,  with  the 
exception  of  the  12  who  were  kept  under  treatment,  the  re- 
mainder had  to  be  sent  home  in  October,  owing  to  want  of 
accommodation,  many  of  whom  were,  nevertheless,  fit  case? 
for  Hospital  treatment  at  the  time. 

There  were  22  patients  in  Smithston  Pavilion  at  Is 
January,  1923.  During  the  year  34  patients  were  admitted  I 
24  discharged,  2 transferred  to  Gateside  Hospital  and  - j 
died,  leaving  26  in  the  Pavilion  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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Of  the  24  discharged,  12  were  improved,  (5  much  im- 
proved and  6 not  improved,  lit  of  the  patients  left  against 
advice,  and  one  was  dismissed  for  disciplinary  reasons. 

Owing  to  the  present  housing  condition  in  Greenock,  there 
is  not  much  hope  of'  permanent  improvement  after  dismissal 
from  Sanatoria,  and  the  want  of  a suitable  After-Care  Scheme 
in  this  district  is  very  apparent. 


Number  of  Notifications  received  month  by  month  of 
Phthisis  and  other  Tubercular  Diseases  during  1923. 


Month. 

Phthisis. 

Other  Tubercular 
Diseases. 

Total. 

January, 

10 

3 

13 

February, 

18 

8 

26 

March, 

16 

7 

23 

April, 

12 

7 

19 

May, 

15 

10 

25 

June, 

15 

9 

24 

July, 

9 

13 

22 

August, 

5 

4 

9 

September, 

12 

4 

16 

October, 

8 

2 

10 

November, 

8 

4 

12 

December, 

7 

O 

O 

10 

135 

74 

209 

Number  of  Notifications  of  Phthisis  and  other  Tubercular 
Diseases  received  during  1923,  arranged  according  to  home 
conditions. 


Home  Conditions. 

Phthisis. 

Other  Tubercular 
Diseases. 

Total. 

1 Apartment  Houses, 

28 

18 

46 

2 

71 

45 

116 

O 

9 

/ 

10 

4 

6 

2 

8 

Jt 

6 anti  over  Apartment 

3 

i 

4 

Houses, 

5 

— 

5 

Smithston  Poorhouse, 

7 

i 

8 

Smithston  Asylum, 

3 

— 

3 

Lodging-houses,  ... 

1 

1 

Homeless, 

1 

1 

Oateside  Hospital... 

1 

1 

135 

74 

209 
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Summary  of  Cases  under  Treatment  during  1923. 
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Number  at  1st  January,  1923, 

i 

1 

11 

1 

1 

1 

28 

22 

Admitted  during  year,  ... 

2 

9 

7 

— 

2 

— 

61 

34 

Treated  during  year, 

3 

10 

18 

1 

3 

— 

89 

56 

Total  number  discharged, 

2 

3 

10 

— 

,3 

— 

59 

24 

Left  against  advice, 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

29 

19 

Died,  ... 

16 

4 

Transferred  to  Smitliston  Pavilion, 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Number  remaining  at  31st  Dec.  1923 

1 

7 

8 

1 

1 

12 

26 

NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS  ACT,  1907. 
NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS  (EXTENSION)  ACT,  1915. 

The  Act  of  1907,  which  was  made  compulsory  by  the  Act 
of  1915,  was  adopted  in  Greenock  in  1908. 

2197  notifications  were  received  in  terms  of  the  1907  Act. 
as  compared  with  2204  births  registered,  being  equivalent  to 
99.6  per  cent.  I have  again  to  record  an  improvement  on  the 
previous  year,  but  there  is  still  some  room  for  improvement. 

Of  the  births  notified,  1782  were  reported  by  Midwives 
and  Nurses,  122  by  Doctors,  191  by  parents  and  friends,  and 
.102  through  Institutions. 

The  births  included  -34  cases  of  twins.  There  were  75 
still-births.  Whilst  the  number  of  still-births  is  slightly  less 
than  last  year,  when  the  number  was  79,  the  figure  is  still 
much  too  high. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  SCHEME. 

The  work  in  connection  with  this  Scheme  in  1923  has  been 
exceptionally  heavy,  and  the  premises  at  3 Shaw  Place  have 
been  taxed  to  the  utmost  capacity  owing  to  the  increased  un- 
employment,, with  the  resultant  diminished  resistance  to  ill- 
ness. 

The  Clinics  continue  to  be  conducted  by  the  usual  Staff, 
and  Dr  Macmillan  reports  that  the  work  has  been  harmonious- 
ly carried  out  throughout  the  year,  whole-time  and  part-time 
Health  Visitors  working  well  together. 


As  referred  to  in  my  Report  of  last  year,  weighing  of  all 
children  has  been  insisted  upon,  and,  whilst  1 had  to  record 
some  objections  from  some  supposed  superstitious  reason  to 
the  weighing  of  the  children,  that  appears  to  have  been  over- 
come. It  is  simply  done  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whe- 
ther the  child  is  deriving  benefit  from  the  extra  nourishment 
given.  If  increase  of  weight  is  shewn,  then  the  treatment  is 
continued,  whilst,  if  the  weight  does  not  increase,  other 
treatment  is  carried  out.  Every  care  is  taken  that,  during  the 
process  of  weighing,  the  children  shall  not  be  exposed  to  in- 
fluences which  might  tend  to  cause  illness,  such  as  draughts 
or  cold,  and  it  is  a much  more  satisfactory  basis  for  the 
Medical  Officer  in  charge  to  work  upon  than  a casual  observa- 
tion or  reports  by  the  mothers,  which  are  often  very  inaccu- 
rate. 


The  Ante-natal  Clinic  still  continues  to  be  very  popular, 
and  much  good  advice  is  given.  If  we  could  induce  prospec- 
tive mothers  to  notify  pregnancy  early,  instead  of  delaying  to 
the  later  months  of  pregnancy,  as  is  frequently  done,  I feel 
sure  that  even  greater  benefit  would  be  derived  from  these 
Clinics.  This  is  done,  I understand,  in  some  parts  of  England 
with  very  great  benefit. 

The  Dental  Clinic  is  being  conducted  satisfactorily  by  I)r. 
Randolph  Douglas,  L.D.S.,  once  a fortnight. 

The  taking  of  blood  for  blood  tests  in  connection  with 
supposed  cases  of  Venereal  Diseases  is  also  done  at  the  Clinic 
by  the  Medical  Officer  in  charge  there,  after  which,  the 
patients  with  positive  results,  are  sent  to  Glasgow  for  treat- 
ment. 

As  reported  on  last  year  a Milk  Committee  was  formed, 
composed  of  two  members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee, 
with  various  ladies  co-opted  from  the  Child  Welfare  Hospital 
Committee  and  from  the  junior  branch  of  the  National  Council 
of  Women.  This  Committee  has,  during  the  year,  met  twice 
weekly  in  the  Municipal  Buildings,  the  clerical  work  being 
undertaken  by  two  members  of  the  Public  Health  Staff,  and 
the  whole  arrangements  are  worked  in  conjunction  with  the 
Child  Welfare  Clinic  in  the  direction  that  those  presenting 
themselves  for  Milk  must  first  have  been  seen  by  the  Medical 
Officer  in  charge  of  Child  Welfare.  A list  of  such  which,  in  her 
opinion,  require  Milk  is  furnished  to  the  Committee  with  sug- 
gestions as  to  the  amount  required.  In  this  way  alone  is  it 
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possible  to  ascertain  definitely  llie  result  of  the  extra  nourish- 
ment thus  provided.  In  the  eases  where  the  children  are  too 
ill  to  be  taken  to  the  Child  Welfare  Clinic  or  the  Milk  Com- 
mittee, arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Parish  Council 
Authorities  to  supply  Milk  on  the  recommendation  of  their 
Medical  Officers  who  were  called  in,  as  the  occasion  required, 
by  the  parents,  notification  being  sent  to  the  M.O.  i/e  Child 
Welfare  when  such  children  were  able  to  attend  at  Clinic. 
Our  thanks  are  due  to  the  voluntary  workers  in  connection 
with  the  Milk  Committee,  and  we  hope  that  they  will  continue 
to  see  their  way  thus  to  assist  the  Department  in  what  has 
been  a most  useful  and  necessary  work  when  one  considers 
the  undoubted  effect  upon  young  children  which  the  prolonged 
period  of  unemployment  must  have  upon  the  feeding  of  these. 


ATTENDANCES  AT  CLINICS. 


First  Visits. 

Re-visiis. 

Children  under  1 year, 

900 

7108 

Children  from  1 to  5 years, 

248 

4913 

Expectant  Mothers, 

338 

745 

Nursing  Mothers, 

329 

572 

Dental  Cases,  - 

131 

— 

Total, 

1946 

13,338 

HOME  VISITATIONS. 

These  are  carried  out  by  three  full-time  Health  Visitors, 
while  the  fourth  occasionally  helps,  her  time  being  otherwise 
occupied  whilst  acting  as  Superintendent  of  the  Clinic.  These 
Nurses  undertake  the  responsibility  for  visiting  the  children 
from  birth  to  the  age  of  one  year,  and  this  work  has  been 
satisfactorily  accomplished  during  the  year,  both  in  regard  io 
giving  advice  to  parents,  and  making  careful  note  as  to  the 
progress  of  the  children.  The  part-time  Health  Visitors, 
members  of  the  Queen  Victoria  Nursing  Association,  visit  the 
children  of  from  one  year  to  five  years,  and  also  perform  the 
same  duties  for  these  as  is  performed  by  the  full-time  Health 
Visitors.  I have  to  record  a still  further  increase  in  the  Home 
Visitations  by  these  Health  Visitors  during  the  year,  and  al- 
most without  exception  their  visits  are  welcomed  in  every 
house.  Thanks  are  again  due  to  Mr.  Biddell  for  investigating 
cases  for  us,  and  assisting  us  in  inducing  parents  to  shoulder 
their  responsibilities. 
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2,043 

9,622 


First  Visits  to  children  under  1 year, 

Re-A  isits  to  children  under  1 year, 

Total  Visits  to  children  under  1 year,  11,655 

5 isits  to  children  between  1 and  5 years,  12,970 
^ isits  to  Expectant  and  Nursing'  Mothers,  180 


The  iotal  number  of  births  notified  in  terms  of  the  Noti- 
fication of  Births  Act,  1907,  was  2,197,  of  which  number  the 
Health  Visitors  visited  2,034,  or  92.99  per  cent.  Of  the  total 
births  registered  during-  the  year  92.60  per  cent,  were  visited 
by  the  Health  Visitors.  From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
visitations  by  the  Health  Visitors  are  considerably  in  excess 
of  those  paid  by  them  last  year. 

CHILD  WELFARE  HOSPITAL. 

The  year  1922  to  1923  has  again  been  a busy  one.  We 
have  happily  no  epidemics  to  report,  but  during  the  last  four 
months  especially  we  have  had  our  accommodation  taxed  to 
the  utmost. 

The  work  has  been  rendered  even  more  difficult  than  . 
usual  by  the  debilitated  condition  of  the  children  on  admis- 
sion, and  it  is  a matter  for  congratulation  that  our  death-rate 
has  been  so  small  under  these  circumstances.  In  many  cases 
it  has  taken  weeks  for  the  smallest  improvement  to  be  notice- 
able. 


We  admitted  32  cases  of  debility,  atrophy  and  marasmus, 
with  only  six  deaths,  all  under  three  months  old.  This 
speaks  volumes  for  the  care  taken  by  the  Matron  and  Staff, 
as  these  children  have  required  constant  care.  These  cases 
generally  have  poor  digestion,  and  much  attention  needs  to  be 
paid  to  finding  suitable  nourishment,  and  it  may  be  pointed 
out  that  this  adds  considerably  to  the  expense  of  upkeep. 

We  had  23  cases  of  Enteritis  with  3 deaths,  and  two 
cases  of  Enteritis,  which  died,  were  complicated  by  Pneu- 
monia. The  general  results  of  treatment  for  Enteritis  have 
been  good,  as  the  tvpe,  considering  the  coolness  of  the 
Summer,  has  been  severe. 
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There  have  been  six  cases  of  Pneumonia  and  Broncho- 
pneumonia, uncomplicated,  with  two  deaths,  and  one  severe 
case  of  Septic  Pneumonia  following  sepsis  of  the  jaw. 

The  term  “ Other  Diseases  ” this  year  comprises  a varied 
selection. 

Several  cases  of  skin  trouble  of  various  kinds;  spinal 
eurviture  cases;  a spin  a -bifida ; a congenital  heart,  and  a few 
cases  of  slow  mental  development,  which  improved  under  care- 
ful guidance. 

The  rickety  children  have  done  excellently,  and  in  all 
cases  went  out  walking,  and  in  most  walking  well. 

We  have  had  good  results  in  the  spinal  eurviture  cases 
with  massage  and  prolonged  rest— this  has  kept  several  beds 
occupied  over  long  periods.  Some  of  these  cases  were  due  to 
Rickets;  others  to  threatening  Tuberculosis. 

We  still  treat  the  children  out  of  doors  as  much  as  pos- 
sible, but,  unfortunately,  the  cold  Summer  has  prevented  the 
children  from  being  out  all  day. 


In  Hospital  on  81st  October,  1922, 

21 

Admissions, 

113 

Total, 

134 

Discharges, 

95 

Deaths, 

IS 

In  Hospital  at  81st  October,  1928, 

21 

Total, 

134 

ANALYSIS  OF  95  DISCHARGES. 

Home,  very  well, 

67 

Home,  improved, 

17 

Home,  unimproved, 

11 

Total, 

95 

CLASSIFICATION 


OF  DISEASES  OF  113  ADMISSIONS. 


Debility,  Atrophy,  Marasmus,  32 

Prematurity,  2 

Rickets,  5 

Other  Diseases,  24 

Syphilis,  4 

Enteritis,  23 

Bronchitis,  4 

Other  Tubercular  Disease,  8 

Pneumonia,  6 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  1 

Jaundice,  1 

Chorea,  1 

Gastro-Enteritis  with  Pneumonia,  1 

Septic  Jaw  with  Pneumonia,  1 
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ANALYSIS  OF  18  DEATHS. 


Gastro-Enteritis  with  Pneumonia,  2 

Septic  Jaw  with  Pneumonia,  1 

Marasmus,  6 

Enteritis,  3 

Congenital  Heart,  1 

Prematurity,  1 

Pneumonia,  2 

Convulsions  with  Hemiplegia,  1 

Syphilis,  1 

Total,  18 


Of'  these,  13  were  under  one  year  of  age,  and  5 over  one 
year  of  age. 


MATERNITY  H<  iSPiTAL. 

The  Maternity  Hospital  continues  to  prove  of  great  bene- 
fit to  Greenock,  and  the  work  has  been  most  successful.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  this  lias  been  recognised  by  the  Authorities 
sufficiently  to  permit  of  their  extending  the  premises. 


Cases 

in  Hospital 

at  end  of  1922, 

4 

Cases 

admitted  during  1923, 

9G 

Cases 

discharged 

during  1923, 

97 

Cases 

in  Hospi’ta 

1 at  end  of  1923, 

Q 

») 

24 


Treatment : — 

Requiring;  operation,  35 

Abnormal*  i\()T  requiring  operation,  22 

Ante-natal  cases,  10 

Normal  Cases,  29 

Total,  9G 

Discharges : — 

Discharged  well,  79 

Discharged  improved,  14 

Transferred  to  Smitliston  Hospital,  1 

Transferred  to  hrateside  Hospital,  . -3 

Total,  97 

Analysis  of  Deaths: — 

Caesarean  Section  (Eclampsia),  1 

Chloroform  and  Eorceps,  (Eclampsia),  1 

Chloroform  and  r creeps  (Cardiac),  1 

Septic  Pneumonia,  1 

Total,  4 

Requiring  Operative  Treatment: — 

Caesareans,  10 

Chloroform  and  Forceps,  Contracted  Pelvis,  10 
Eclampsia,  4 

Epilepsy,  1 

Cardiac,  2 

Transverse  Presentation,  2 

Face  Presentation,  1 

Foot  Presentation,  1 

Funis  Presentation,  1 

Impacted  Breech,  1 

Craniotomy,  2 

Total,  35 


Abnormals  Vot  Requiring  Operation:  — 

Ante-partum  Haemorrhage  (Accidental),  3 

Ante-partujn  Haemorrhage  (Placenta  l’raevia),  4 
Cardiac,  1 

Supposed  Contracted  Pelvis,  3 

Breech,  4 

Pneumonia,  1 

Glycosuria,  1 

Albuminuria,  5 

Total,  22 

Anah  sis  of  Caesarean  Section  : — 

Contracted  Pelvis,  8 

Placenta  Praevia,  1 

Eclampsia,  1 

Total,  10 

Ante-natal  Cases : — 

Pernicious  Vomiting,  1 

Cardiac,  1 

Albuminuria,  3 

False  Labour,  4 

Haemorrhage,  1 

Total,  10 


CORPORATION  MIDWIFE. 

Miss  Harkness,  who  was  the  Corporation  Midwife  at  the 
commencement  of  the  year,  resigned,  and  her  place  was  taken 
by  Miss  Mathieson,  who  is  attached  to  the  Staff.  She  per- 
formed her  duties  in  a satisfactory  manner,  and,  whilst  she 
may  by  some  be  considered  as  acting  in  competition  with  the 
Midwives,  I feel  sure  that  her  position  as  Corporation  Midwife 
has  been  more  than  justified  by  Ihe  amount  of  work  which 
she  has  done  amongst  those  persons  who  are  not  financially 
able  to  pay  for  the  services  of  a Midwife. 

During  the  year  this  question  of  competition  with  the 
Midwives  was  considered  in  consultation  with  ihe  Scottish 
Board  of  Health,  and  an  arrangement  was  made  whereby  those 
who,  not  being  bona  fide  paupers,  but  who  were  otherwise  not 
entitled  to  Maternity  Benefit,  were  attended  by  the  Corpora- 
tion Midwife.  It  wras  also  arranged  that  the  Parish  Council 


Authorities  would  deal  with  those  receiving  Parochial  assist- 
ance in  the  Maternity  Ward  at  the  Smithston  Poorhouse,  and 
this  arrangement  has  worked  satisfactorily. 

Cases,  ...  ...  ...  •••  109 

Visits  to  above,  ...  ...  ...  1524 

Ante-natal  Visits,  ...  ...  ...  240 


DAY  NURSERY. 

Nothing  further  has  been  done  in  regard  to  this  matter, 
owing  to  the  excessive  cost  of  building,  but  it  is  proposed  to 
re-institute  this  very  necessary  adjunct  to  the  Public  service 
as  soon  as  possible. 


RESIDENTIAL  INSTITUTIONS  OF  VOLUNTARY 
AGENCIES  UTILISED  BY  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 

The  same  arrangements  as  described  in  my  last  year’s 
Report  have  been  observed  in  regard  to  the  Greenock  Eye 
Infirmary,  the  Children’s  Convalescent  Home,  the  Royal 
Infirmary,  Greenock,  and  the  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Dis- 
pensary, and  the  Grants  have  been  sanctioned  by  the  Scottish 
Board  of  Health  for  the  work  done  by  them  in  connection,  not 
only  with  the  cases  sent  from  this  Department  for  treatment, 
but  also  for  treatment  given  to  children  brought  to  these  In- 
stitutions under  five  years  of  age.  The  arrangements  whereby 
these  Institutions  complete  the  record  cards  for  such  cases 
have  been  efficiently  carried  out,  and  I feel  confident  that  the 
work  of  this  Department  has  been  much  assisted  by  this 
attentive  co-operation  with  outside  bodies. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

1G9  deaths  occurred  amongst  children  under  1 year,  be- 
ing equivalent  to  an  infantile  death-rate  of  70. 67  per  1000 
births  as  compared  with  149.13  in  1922,  and  110.85  for  the 
average  of  the  last  five  years.  Whilst  this  shews  a very 
satisfactory  state  of  affairs  as  compared  with  the  preceding 
year,  I have  no  doubt  that  it  is  due,  to  a very  large  extent,  to 
the  absence  from  epidemic  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough, 
from  which  we  suffered  in  the  preceding  year,  but,  to  a certain 
extent,  1 think  T may  be  permitted  to  assume  that  the  efforts 
of  ihe  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Department  have  been 
responsible. 
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As  will  be  seen  from  the  iollowing  table,  which  shews 
the  deaths  under  one  year  from  various  causes,  in  the  years 
1922  and  1923,  Prematurity  and  Debility  were  the  causes  of 
death  in  91  cases,  the  figures  in  1922  being  127. 


Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis, 

1922. 

1923 

Measles, 

’ 32 

4 

Whooping  Cough, 

35 

1 

Scarlet  Fever, 

— 

— 

Septic  Diseases,  including  Erysipelas,  ... 

1 

2 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis, 

10 

9 

Tuberculous  Diseases, 

5 

5 

Pneumonia, 

50 

21 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System, 

22 

8 

Diseases  of  Nervous  System, 

28 

16 

Diseases  of  Circulatory  System,  ... 

— 

2 

Diseases  of  Digestive  System, 

3 

5 

Accidentals  and  Violence, 

— 

2 

Premature  Birth  and  Debility  from  Birth, 

127 

91 

Other  Certified  Causes, 

23 

O 

O 

Total,  336  169 

The  Infantile  death-rate  in  each  of  the  four  districts  of 
the  Burgh  for  the  years  1922  and  1923  is  as  follows: — 


District, 

1922. 

1923. 

East, 

137.0 

89.80 

East  Central, 

153.8 

77.75 

West  Central, 

160.9 

64.98 

West, 

93.7 

46.35 

The  Infantile  death-rate  in  each  of  the  districts  is  very 
markedly  decreased  as  compared  with  the  previous  year  in  nil 
the  wards,  especially  in  the  West  Central  District,  which  pre- 
viously bad  usually  the  highest  Infantile  death-rate. 

The  following  Tables  deal  expressly  with  the  question  of 
Infantile  mortality,  and  are  of  particular  interest  from  that 
point  of  view. 

Deaths  under  1 year,  month  by  month,  during  1923. 

Month.  Deaths. 

January,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

February,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 
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March,  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  21 

April,  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  1~ 

May,  21 

June,  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  9 

July,  11 

August, 

September, 

October,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  lb 

November,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

December,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 


169 

In  regard  to  the  deaths  from  Gastro-intestinal  Disorders 
amongst  children  during  the  Summer  and  Autumn  months, 
there  is  nothing  in  particular  to  record,  and  this  is  undoubtedly 
due  to  the  fact  that  the  weather  was  not  excessively  hot. 

Deaths  from  various  causes  amongst  children  under  1 
year  in  comparison  with  deaths  amongst  children  between  1 
and  5 years. 


Deaths  amongrst  Children 


Measles, 

Under 
i year 

4 

Between 
i and  5 
years 

8 

Scarlet  Fever, 



4 

Whooping  Cough, 

1 

1 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis, 





Diphtheria, 



n 

O 

Influenza, 

2 

1 

Erysipelas  and  other  Septic  Diseases,  ... 

2 

3 

Tuberculous  Diseases, 

5 

IS 

Diseases  of  Nervous  System, 

16 

14 

Diseases  of  Circulatory  System, 

2 

3 

Pneumonia  and  Broncho-Pneumonia,  , 

21 

30 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases, 

8 

4 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis, 

9 

4 

Other  Digestive  Diseases, 

5 

4 

Accidents  and  Violence, 

2 

1 

All  other  Causes, 

92 

4 

169 

TTore  again  there  is  the  same  marked  decrease  a 

102 
t both 

periods. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  (OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM) 
REGULATIONS  (SCOTLAND),  1918. 

During-  the  year  51  notifications  were  received,  of  which 
8 were  by  Medical  Practitioners  and  48  by  Midwives.  These 
figures  again  shew  a considerable  reduction  from  the  previous 
year.  The  same  arrangements  whereby  the  Doctors  agreed  to 
have  treatment  performed  by  Specialists  at  the  Eye  Infirmary 
still  obtained,  with  very  satisfactory  results,  both  as  regards 
the  completion  and  returning  of  Record  Cards  to  us,  and  also 
as  regards  the  benefits  derived  by  children  from  the  treatment, 
and  for  which  I have  to  thank  Dr  Gilchrist,  the  Ophthalmic 
Surgeon  to  the  Eye  Infimary. 

MIDWIYES  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1915. 

In  terms  of  Section  18  of  the  Act,  48  notifications  of  inten- 
tion to  practice  within  the  district  of  the  Local  Authority  were 
received  from  Certified  Midwives. 

Inspection  of  the  Midwives  was  carried  out  by  myself  and 
Dr  M'Millan,  and  also  by  the  Senior  Health  Visitor,  and  on 
the  whole  we  were  satisfied  that  they  were  performing  their 
duties  satisfactorily. 

The  following  notices  required,  in  terms  of  the  Regula- 
tions, to  be  sent  by  Midwives  to  the  Local  Supervising  Author- 
ity, were  received : — 

288  notifications  of  having  sent  for  Medical  Assistance, 


T5  ,, 

of  still-births, 

11 

of  deaths, 

9 

of  having  laid  out  dead  bodies, 

1 

of  liability  to  be  a source  of  infection, 

87 

of  having  advised  artifical  feeding. 

As  <bp-  Central 

Midwives  Board  required  information  for 

the  compilation  of  their  Report,  which  is  issued  in  March,  1 
supplied  them  with  the  following  particulars: — 


Births  in  Area  or  District. 


Total  No.  of 
Births 
(luring 
1923 

Total  No.  of 
Deaths  of  new- 
born children 
(within  10 
(lays)  during 
1923. 

Actual 
No.  of 
Births 
attented 

by 

Midwives 

during 

1923. 

Actual  No.  of 
Deaths  of  new- 
born children 
(within  10  days) 
occur ing  in  the 
practice  of  Mid- 
wives  during 
1923. 

Actual  No.  of 
Cases  not  attended 
by  a Doctor  or  Mid- 
wife during  1923. 

2204 

52 

1781 

36 

Births. 

1 

Deaths. 

Nil. 
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Cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 


Total  number  of 
eases  during  1923. 

Actual  Number  of  Cases 
occurring  in  the  practice  of 
Midwives  during  1923. 

Actual  Number  of  Cases 
occurring  where  Con  line- 
men t not  attended  by  a 
Doctor  or  Midwife  during 
1923. 

51 

4S 

Nil 

Cases  of  Puerperal  Sepsis. 


Total  No.  of 
Cases  during 
1923. 

Total  No. 
of  Deaths 
during 
1923. 

Actual  No. 

of  Cases 
occurring  in 
the  practice 
of  Midwives 
during  1923. 

Actual  No.  of 
Deaths 
occurring  in 
the  practice 
of  Mid  wives 
during  1923. 

Actual  numher  of 
Cases  occurring 
where  confinement 
not  attended  by  a 
doctor  or  M idwife 
during  1923. 

(5 

1 

•> 

•J 

Nil. 

Cases  Deaths 

Nil.  Nil. 

Cases  of  Still-birth  (Dead  Born). 


Total  Number  of  Cases 

[ Actual  Number  of  Cases  occurring  in 

during  1923. 

: the  practice  uf  Midwives  during  192-3. 

75,  of  which  11  occurred  in 

the  Maternity  Hospital  where 

55 

abnormal  cases  are  treated. 

Cases  of  Emergency. — Abnormal  Presentation,  16  ; 
Haemorrhage,  13;  Abortion.  3;  Placenta  Praevia.  2;  Ad- 
herent Placenta,  21;  Contracted  Pelvis,  14;  Prolonged  Labour. 
94;  Torn  Perineum,  (it);  Pise  of  Temperature  or  Illness  of 
Patient  during  the  puerperium,  40;  Illness  of  child.  S;  Pre- 
maturity, 9;  Still-births,  3. 

General  Pemarks. — The  Working  of  tiro  Act  lias  been  fairly 
satisfactory  in  the  year  1923.  Tt  was  not  found  necessary  to 
suspend  any  Midwives,  either  for  having  been  in  contact  with 
Infectious  Disease,  nor  for  any  breach.. of  the  Midwives  Act. 
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VACCINATION  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1907. 

The  figures  for  1923  not  being  available  until  the  expiry 
of  six  months  after  the  end  of  the  year,  the  statistics  given 
will  require  to  deal  with  the  year  1922. 

1.119  statutory  declarations  of  conscientious  objections 
were  received  by  the  Registrars  during  the  year  ending  31st 
December.  1922,  representing  49.6  per  cent,  of  the  births  re- 
gistered, as  compared  with  1,151  declarations  equivalent  to 
47.0  per  cent,  of  the  births  in  the  year  ending  31st  December, 
1921.  I regret  that  these  figures  are  even  less  satisfactory 
than  those  of  the  preceding  year,  and  it  seems  almost  imposs- 
ible to  induce  a more  general  habit  of  vaccination.  The  so- 
called  “Conscientious  Objection”  Clause  is,  in  my  opinion, 
grossly  abused,  and  it  would  appear  that  some  form  of  legis- 
lation is  necessary  in  order  to  establish  protection  from  Small- 
pox by  means  of  vaccination.  This  is  more  than  ever  a matter 
of  concern  when  one  considers  the  prevalence  of  Smallpox  at 
present  in  some  parts  of  England,  which,  at  any  moment, 
might  be  transmitted  to  our  midst. 

The  number  of  successful  vaccinations  returned  in  1922 
was  851  or  37.7  per  cent,  of  the  births. 

The  following  table  shews  the  results  of  the  Vaccination 
Act  during  1922: — 

Conscientious  Died  before 

District.  Vaccinated.  Objectors.  Postponed.  Insuscept.  Removed,  Vaccinated. 

East,  461  609  6 — 21  102 

West,  ' 390  510  7 4 12  91 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

The  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  which  I mentioned  in  my 
lust  year’s  Report  as  having  been  started  in  December,  1922, 
has  proved  during  1923,  most  satisfactory,  and  the  numbers 
attending  for  treatment  have  increased  month  by  month.  Dr 
Donald  of  Paisley,  who  acts  as  Medical  Officer,  reports  that 
the  working  of  this  Clinic  is  m every  way  satisfactory,  and 
that  the  percentage  of  those  prematurely  stopping  treatment 
is  very  small  as  compared  with  his  experience  elsewhere.  This 
is  to  a very  large  extent  due  to  the  tactful  handling  of  the 
cases  by  Mr  Browness,  who  acts  as  Orderly  at  the  Clinic,  and 
I am  confident  that  this  long  felt  want  has  been  supplied.  1 
am  hopeful  that  some  arrangements  of  the  treatment  of  Female 
cases  on  similar  lines  will  become  possible  before  the  issue  of 
my  next  Report,  but  this  has  been  done  in  a similar  way  to  that 
recorded  last  year,  viz.,  by  cases  being  sent  for  treatment  to 
Glasgow  Institutions. 
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HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION  AND  .01151  LANCE. 
AiuiANGEMLNTS. 

The  Gateside  Fever  Hospital,  which  is  under  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Greenock  and  District  Combination  Hospital 
Board,  has  provision  for  the  treatment  of  Scarlet  Fever,  En- 
teric Fever,  Diphtheria,  Typus  Fever,  Tuberculosis,  and  a 
few  cases  of  Measles,  Erysipelas,  and  Puerperal  Fever.  As  in 
former  years  it  has  been  well  conducted  in  every  respect,  and 
is  well  adapted  for  its  purpose.  Dr  Love,  Medical  Super- 
intendent, has  furnished  me  with  the  following  Tables  shew- 
ing particulars  of  the  cases  treated 


Greenock  and  District  Combination  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital,  Year  1923. 

I.— CASKS  TREATED  CLASSIFIED  ACCORDING  TO  DISEASE. 

Cases 


Cases 

Admitted 

Discharged 

Died 

remaining 

in  Hospital 

during- 

during 

in 

in  Hospital 

Fatalitv 

1st  Jan. 

. 1923 

1923 

>923 

Hospital 

at  31st  Dec., 

Rate 

*9*3 

Scarlet  Fever, 

39 

427 

36s 

6 

92 

1-3 

Diphtheria, 

II 

137 

130 ' 

6 

12 

405 

Enteric  Fever, 

— 

1 6 

14 

I 

1 

b.2 

Phthisis, 

28 

61 

61 

l6 

12 

18.0 

Measles, 

— 

6 

5 

I 

— 

16.6 

German  Measles, 

— 

I 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas, 

I 

S 

9 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Fever, 

I 

9 

6 

3 

1 

3°-o 

Chickenpox, 

— 

I 

I 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough, 

— 

I 

I 

— 

— 

— 

Others, 

— 

25 

21 

4 

— 

. 16.0 

80 

692 

617 

37 

11S 

5-o 

II.— DISEASES  CLASSIFIED  ACCORDING  TO  DISTRICTS  FROM 
WHICH  ADMITTED. 


Cases  in 

Admitted 

Discharged 

Died 

Cases  remain- 

Hospital  1 st 

during 

during 

in 

ing  in  Hospital 

District. 

Jan.,  1923 

1923 

■923 

Hospital 

at  31st  Dec., 
*9*3 

Greenock, 

71 

603 

537 

32 

105 

Gourock, 

7 

39 

3s 

— 

s 

Port-Glasgow, 

2 

45 

37 

5 

5 

County, 

— 

VS 

5 

— 

— 

80 

692 

617 

37 

ns 

III.— AVERAGE 


DAYS’  RESIDENCE  OF  CERTAIN  DISEASES 
DISCHARGED  DURING  1923. 


Patients 

Aggregate 

Average 

Discharged 

number  of  Days’ 

Days 

during  1923 

Residence 

Residence 

Scarlet  Fever, 

368 

14,815 

40.2 

Diphtheria, 

IJO 

3995 

30.4 

Phthisis, 

61 

7140 

117.0 

Enteric  Fever, 

14 

723 

51-6 

CBAIGIEKNi ) WES  H(  KSPITAL. 

Correspondence  regarding  definite  arrangements  with,  re- 
gard to  the  dohnstone  Hospital  for  the  accommodation  and 
treatment  of  Smallpox  cases  has  taken  place,  and  we  have 
every  reason  to  believe  that  accommodation  will  be  available 
for  us  in  the  near  future.  This  is  all  i lie  more  satisfactory 
when  one  considers  the  increasing  number  of  dwelling-houses 
which  have  been  erected  during  the  year  in  the  district.  Until 
some  definite  arrangement  has  been  arrived  at,  we  have  re- 
served accommodation  in  the  permanent  block,  and  are  pre- 
pared to  deal  with  any  cases  which  may  occur. 

AMBULANCES. 

Patients  are  convex  ed  to  Grateside  Hospital  by  the  Motor 
Ambulance,  which  is  stationed  there,  and  a Hospital  Nurse 
accompanies  the  Ambulance  and  takes  charge  of  the  patients 
during  the  journey.  When  the  case  is  a stretcher  one,  a 
member  of  the  Public  Health  Staff  is  present.  In  addition, 
a horse  ambulance  belonging  to  the  Local  Authority,  is  avail- 
able for  removal  of  cases  to  Craigieknowes  Hospital,  or  of 
taking  the  place  of  the  Motor  Ambulance  when  the  latter  may 
be  out  of  repair. 

DISINFECTING  STATU  IN . 

The  Disinfecting  Station  has  been  kept  in  satisfactory 
order  and  continues  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  town.  As 
the  Clayton  Disinfecting  Apparatus  is  still  proving  most  satis- 
factory for  all  forms  of  disinfection  and  disinfestation  of  houses 
and  clothing,  the  Steam  Disinfector  has  not  been  called  upon 
during  the  whole  of  the  year.  We  have  applied  this  machine 
for  the  purpose  of  overcoming  rat  nuisances  at  the  Slaughter- 
house and  elsewhere  in  the  district  during  the  year,  and  also  for 
the  purpose  of  disinfecting  certain  parts  of  vessels  in  the  har- 
bours, with  most  satisfactory  results. 

RECEPTION  HOUSE, 

Miss  Anderson  has  performed  the  duties  of  Matron  at  the 
Reception  House  throughout  the  year  in  a very  capable  man- 
ner. 

Table  XII.  gives  particulars  of  persons  accommodated 
month  by  month  during  the  year  and  shews  that  655  persons 
belonging  to  142  families  were  accommodated,  the  average 
stay  being  12.5  days.  615  of  the  persons  had  been  in  contact 
with  Scarlet  Fever,  39  with  Enteric  Fever  and  one  person  was 
accommodated  there  as  being  under  observation,  lie  having 
been  in  contact  with  Infectious  Disease  outwith  the  town. 
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The  Diphtheria  contacts  were  merely  accommodated  for 
the  few  horn  s necessary  for  disinfection  of  the  dwelling-houses. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ( REGUL  ATIt ) N S AS  TO  FOOD)  ACT. 

1907. 

There  was  no  importation  of  foreign  meat  at  Greenock 
during  the  year,  and  active  steps  were,  therefore,  not  neces- 
sary. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

There  are  432  workshops  on  the  Register  kept  by  the  Local 
Authority,  in  terms  of  Section  131  of  the  Factory  and  Work- 
shop Act,  1901. 

364  visits  of  inspection  were  made  and  in  five  instances 
the  premises  examined  were  found  to  be  disconform  to  the 
requirements  of  (he  Act.  The  conditions  to  which  exception 
was  taken  wrere : — Unsuitable  or  defective  sanitary  accommo- 
dation and  other  nuisances.  Statutory  intimations  were 
served  on  the  occupiers  and  also  on  the  owners  in  several  cases 
and  these  were  duly  complied  with. 

There  was  only  one  Finn  within  the  Burgh  employing 
out- workers  and  in  conformity  with  Section  107,  sub-section  1. 
paragraph  (c)  two  lists  of  Outworkers  were  furnished.  The 
February  list  contained  the  names  and  addresses  of  104  Out- 
workers of  whom  21  were  resident  outwith  the  Burgh,  and  the 
August  list  contained  100  names  and  addresses  of  whom  20 
were  resident  outwith  the  Burgh.  The  names  and  addresses 
of  those  Outworkers  resident  outwith  the  Burgh  were  for- 
warded to  the  Local  Authority  of  the  districts  in  which  they 
respectively  resided. 

The  work  of  the  Outworkers  included  knitting,  crocheting, 
and  sewing.  Their  homes  in  the  Burgh  were  duly  visited  and 
no  exception  could  be  taken  to  their  condition. 

NUISANCES. 

In  connection  with  nuisances  under  Section  16  of  the 
Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897,  I visited  and  inspected  47 
premises  on  which  the  Sanitary  Inspector  had  reported  to  the 
Local  Authority  that  nuisances  existed,  and  where  the  authors 
had  failed  (o  comply  with  the  Statutory  intimations  served 
under  Section  19  of  the  Act.  Tn  each  case  I granted  a Certi- 
ficate. 


The  nuisances  complained  of  arose  as  a result  of  the  dis- 
repair in  dwelling-houses,  worn  and  defective  sanitary 
conveniences  and  dilapidated  and  foul  outbuilding's. 


SHIPPING. 

Two  suspected  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  removed  from  a 
ship  at  the  Tail  of  the  Bank  to  Gateside  Hospital,  and  inspec- 
tions of  several  vessels  were  carried  out  during  the  year,  no 
disease  being  found  on  hoard. 

BAUTERK ILOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS. 

The  Bacteriological  Examinations  of  specimens  from  sus- 
pected cases  of  Phthisis,  Enteric  Fever,  Diphtheria,  and  Diph- 
theria contacts,  Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis  and  contacts, 
Malaria  and  Venereal  Disease  (with  the  exception  of  blood 
tests)  has  been  carried  out  by  Dr  Love,  Medical  Superintendent 
of  Gateside  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 


The  total  number,  of  specimens  examined  was  91-3.  It  is 
satisfactory  to  note  that,  as  in  the  previous  year,  I am  unable  to 
record  the  fact  that  in  no  single  instance  did  a second  case  of 
Diphtheria  develop  following  upon  the  first  case,  although  2(S 
positive  swabs  were  obtained,  and  I am  still  confident  that  the 
number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  would  have  been  largely  in- 
creased. but  for  the  methods  adopted  in  this  direction. 


The  following  Table 

shews  the  examinations  carried  out 

and  the  results: — 

Positive. 

Negative. 

Total. 

Enteric  Fever, 

4 

12 

10 

Diphtheria, 

06 

493 

559 

Phthisis, 

27 

154 

1.31 

V.  D.  Smears. 

51 

95 

140 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever, 

— 

5 

5 

Others, 

1 

5 

0 

149 

704 

913 

HOUSING. 

I have  to  thank  Mr  Millar  for  the  following  information 
in  connection  with  the  Housing  of  the  Town  during  the  past 
year. 
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Warrants  Granted  for  Dwelling-houses  within  the  Burgh  of 

Greenock  in  1923. 

Private  Enterprise : — 

1  Bungalow  of  3 apartments, 

3 Bungalows  of  4 apartments, 

4 Semi-detached  Bungalows  of  4 apartments, 

4 Semi-detached  Cottages  of  4 apartments. 

1 Self-contained  Cottage  of  4 apartments, 

2 Semi-detached  Bungalows  of  5 apartments, 

3 Bungalows  of  6 apartments. 

2  Self-contained  houses  of  G apartments. 

1 Bungalow  of  7 apartments. 

6 Semi-detached  villas  of  6 apartments. 

2 Flatted  houses  of  7 apartments. 

1 Flatted  house  of  4 apartments. 

1 Altered  dwelling  of  2 apartments. 

1 Altered  dwelling  of  5 apartments. 

1 Altered  dwelling  of  6 apartments. 

Total.  30  new  houses  and  3 altered  dwellings. 

Greenock  Corporation : — 

Whin  Hill  farm  buildings  conversion. 

3 Dwellings  of  2 apartments. 

1 Dwelling  of  4 apartments. 

4 Total. 

Corporation  Housing: — 

Re-housing  Insanitary  Areas. 

36  Houses  of  2 apartments. 

24  Houses  of  2 apartments. 

GO  Total. 

Houses  certified  for  occupancy  during  1923  : — 

1 Bungalow  of  5 apartments. 

12  Semi-detached  Cottages  of  0 apartments. 

1 Bungalow  of  7 apartments. 

1 Semi  Villa  of  8 apartments. 

1 Semi  Villa  of  9 apartments. 

1 Self-contained  A ilia  of  10  apartments. 

1 Flat  of  4 apartments. 

1 Altered  Dwelling  of  2 apartments. 

1 Altered  Dwelling  of  7 apartments. 

1 Altered  Dwelling  of  8 apartments. 


Corporation  Housing  Schemes  : — 

Bridgend  Scheme. 

12  Semi-detached  Collages  of  3 apartments. 

18  Semi-detached  Cottages  of  4 apartments. 

Upper  Cornhaddock  1st  Development. 

48  Tenement  houses  of  3 apartments. 

Total  of  99  houses  in  all. 

Houses  Hot  Completed  during  1923: — 

Private  Enterprise,  28  Dwellings. 

Private  Enterprise,  2 Altered  Dwellings. 

Corporation  Houses. 

Upper  Cornhaddock  1st  Development  30  houses. 

Total  of  60  houses  in  all. 

From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  the  housing  of  the  town  is 
still  much  in  arrears,  although  a certain  number  of  houses  were 
completed  and  made  fit  for  occupancy.  The  huts  which  were 
erected  in  1922  have  proved  most  satisfactory,  and  the  tenants 
have  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  their  change  of  dwelling 
io  a more  healthy  atmosphere,  and  where  there  is  less  over- 
crowding. The  opinion  I expressed  in  regard  to  these  huts  in 
my  last  year’s  Report  has  been  more  than  justified,  and  if, 
from  our  experience  of  these,  we  have  discovered  certain  pos- 
sible improvements,  I see  no  reason  why  a further  erection  of 
similar  huts,  with  improvements  as  suggested,  should  not  be 
undertaken.  By  these  means  provision  will  be  made  much 
more  rapidly  for  the  housing  of  the  very  large  number  of 
people  who,  in  my  opinion,  at  present  can  hardly  be  said  to  be 
housed  at  all.  Such  is  the  nature  of  the  hovels  which  they  oc- 
cupy. I still  hold  the  opinion  that,  so  far  as  permanent  houses 
are  concerned,  the  erection  of  tenements  of  not  more  than 
three  storeys  is  infinitely  to  be  preferred  to  the  cottage  type  of 
dwelling-house  which  seems  to  be  the  type  favoured  by  the 
Board  of  Health,  and  which  I think  is  not  at  all  suited  to  the 
climates  which  we  are  accustomed  to  here. 

INSPECTION  OF  MEAT. 

The  arrangement  of  the  Corporation  in  regard  to  the  in- 
spection of  meat  at  the  Slaughter-house,  whereby  the  part- 
time  service  only  of  Mr.  M‘Intyre,  M.R.C.V.S.,  was  made 
available  as  Veterinary  Inspector,  and  Mr.  George  M'Neill, 
Certificated  Meat  Inspector,  was  appointed  Superintendent  of 
the  Slaughter-house,  has  worked  satisfactorily,  and  the 
Slaughter-house  has  been  kept  in  excellent  order. 
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Further  progress  lias  been  made  in  connection  with  the 
erection  of  the  new  Slaughter-house,  for  which  sites  have  been 
considered,  and  it  would  appear  that  a decision  is  imminent. 


The  following  return  by  the  Veterinary  Inspector  shews 
an  analysis  of  the  work  of  Meat  Inspection  carried  out  during 
the  year : — 


Class. 

Number 

Slaughtered. 

Number 

affected 

with 

Tuber- 

culosis. 

Per- 

centage 

affected 

with 

Tuber- 

culosis. 

Whole 

Carcases 

seized 

for 

Tuber- 

culosis. 

Parts  of 

Carcases 

seized 

for 

Tuber- 

culosis. 

Whol- 

Carcases 

seized 

for 

Diseases 
other  than 
Tuber- 
culosis. 

Parts  of 
Carcases 
seized 
for 

Diseases 
other  thaD 
Tuber- 
culosis. 

Bullocks, 

2547 

270 

10.6 

1 

14 

33 

16 

Bulls, 

139 

47 

33.8 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Cows, 

575 

337 

58.6 

15 

56 

20 

4 

Heifers, 

736 

97 

13.1 

1 

5 

2 

6 

Calves, 

1375 

18 

1.3 

9 

— 

13 

4 

Swine, 

1850 

173 

9.3 

7 

9 

13 

7 

Sheep, 

10,852 

— 

— 

— 

— 

14 

ii 

Total. 

18,074 

942 

— 

33 

S4 

1 96 

48 

TABLES 
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TABLE  I. — Vital  Statistics, 
(a)  DEATHS. 


Ages. 

Population 
Estimated  at 
Mid-Year  by 
M.O.H. 

Number 

of 

Deaths. 

Death  rate 
per  1000  of 
the 

Population 

Percentage 

of 

Total  Deaths 

Average 
Death  -rate 
per  1000  of 
population 
during 
preceding 
6 years. 

Under  1 Year, 

1,990 

169 

84-92 

16-02 

127-9 

Under  5 Years, 

9,620 

271 

28-17 

25-69 

45  "6 

From  5 to  15  Years, 

18,033 

52 

2-88 

4-93 

3-0 

From  15  to  65  Years, 

49,622 

420 

8-46 

39-81 

10-8 

Above  65  Years, 

4,325 

312 

72-11 

29’57 

70-3 

TOTAL,  - 

816,00 

1055 

12-93 

100-0 

16-3 

(b)  BIRTHS. 


Legitimate, 

2,096 

Births, 

l Total  2,204 

Illegitimate, 

109 

1 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  of 
Population. 


TABLE  2 (District  A.) — Mortality  for  the  \ ear  ending  31st  December,  1923. 
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TABLE  2 (District  C.) — Mortality  for  the  Year  ending  31st  December,  1923. 
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— — . — 


Total, 


FABLE  2 (District  E.)  — Mortality  for  the  Year  ending  31st  December,  1923. 
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TABLE  IV.  Totals  of  A B C D and  E Districts,  as  per  Tables 
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1 ABLh  V.  — Infantile  Mortality  r,  shewing  Deaths  from  stated 
causes  at  various  ages  under  1 year  of  age,  1923. 


Disease. 

Below  1 week. 

1 and  under 

2 weeks. 

| 2 and  under 
j 3 weeks. 

3 and  under 

4 weeks.  • 

4 weeks  and 
under  3 months. ! 

3 and  under  1 

6 months. 

6 and  under 
9 months. 

9 and  under 
12  months. 

Total  Deaths 
under  1 year. 

Smallpox,  ... 

Chiekenpox, 

Measles, 

4 

4 

Whooping  Cough,  ... 

1 

1 

Diphtheria  and  Croup, 

Erysipelas, 

Tuberculous  Meningitis, 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis, 

... 

1 

2 

3 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases,  ... 

1 

1 

2 

Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous), 

1 

2 

1 

4 

Convulsions, 

1 

4 

2 

5 

12 

Pneumonia  (all  forms), 

3 

1 

9 

8 

21 

Bronchitis, 

1 

2 

4 

1 

8 

Laryngitis, 

... 

... 

... 

Diarrlirea  and  Enteritis, 

. . . 

. . . 

3 

3 

2 

1 

9 

Other  Digestive  Diseases, 

i 

2 

1 

1 

5 

Congenital  Malformation, 

Premature  Birth, 

20 

5 

25 

Atrophy,  Debility  & Marasmus 

24 

7 

5 

4 

11 

13 

2 

60 

Atelectasis, 

... 

Injury  at  Birth, 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

Suffocation,  Overlying, 

1 

... 

1 

... 

2 

Syphilis,  ..✓ 

i 

... 

1 

... 

2 

Rickets, 

... 

All  other  causes, 

... 

... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Total, 

40 

13 

0 

6 

20 

28 

30 

20 

169 

TABLE  VI. — Table  of  Infectious  Diseases  ascertained  Month  by  Month  during  the  \ 

3 1 st  December,  1923. 
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Month. 

January, 
February,  ... 
March, 

April, 

May, 

June, 

July, 

August, 
September, 
October, 
November, 
December,  ... 

Total, 

TABLE  VII. — Shewing  how  the  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified  or  ascertained  during 

the  \ ear  ending  31st  December,  1923. 
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Disease. 

Pneumonia,  ....  - 

Enteric  Fever,  .... 

Continued  Fever,  .... 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever, 

Diphtheria,  ..... 
Scarlet  Fever,  .... 

Puerperal  Fever, 

Erysipelas,  ..... 
Malarial  Fever,  .... 

Chickenpox,  ..... 
Measles,  ..... 

Whooping  Cough,  .... 
Diarrhoea,  ..... 

Encephalitis  Lethargica, 

Total,  .... 

TABLE  VIII. — Comparative  Statement  of  the  number  of  cases  of  Zymotic  Diseases  treated 
at  Home  and  in  Hospital  in  different  sized  bouses  during  tbe  year  1923. 
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Cases. 

Ascertained, 

Removed, 

Ascertained, 

Removed, 

Ascertained, 

Removed, 

Ascertained, 

Removed, 

Ascertained, 

Removed, 

Ascertained, 

Removed, 

Ascertained, 

Removed, 

District. 

District  A,  - 

District  B,  - j 

District  C,  - 

District  D,  - 

District  E,  - 

Ships,  - - | 

Total, 

54 


TABLE  X. — Shewing  the  number  of  cases  of  Measles  and 
Whooping  Cough  with  and  without  Medical  Attendance,  and 
the  percentage  of  deaths  to  cases  ascertained  Monthly,  for  the 
Twelve  Months  . n ding  31st  December,  1923. 


Month. 

Measles. 

Total. 

Percentage  of 
deaths  to  cases 
ascertained. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

' = l 

w X 
§©  2 § 

Jz  z 

With 

Medical 

Attend. 

Without 

Medical 

Attend. 

With 

Medical 

Attend. 

Without 

Medical 

Attend. 

January, 

20 

35 

55 

1-81 

2 

2 

4 

Nil 

February, 

17 

8 

25 

4-00 

3 

3 

6 

16'66 

March, 

53 

33 

S6 

2-32 

4 

2 

6 

Nil 

April,  ... 

45 

23 

68 

1-47 

2 

2 

4 

Nil 

May,  ... 

69 

49 

118 

2’54 

... 

2 

2 

Nil 

June,  ... 

54 

26 

80 

3-75 

i 

i 

2 

Nil 

July,  ... 

28 

18 

46 

2-17 

i 

i 

Nil 

August, 

10 

2 

12 

Nil 

i 

... 

i 

Nil 

September, 

4 

4 

8 

Nil 

3 

i 

4 

Nil 

October, 

3 

5 

8 

Nil 

1 

2 

3 

Nil 

November, 

3 

... 

3 

Nil 

... 

Nil 

December, 

5 

1 

6 

Nil 

1 

... 

1 

100.0 

Total, 

311 

204 

516 

2*33 

18 

16 

34 

5-88 

TABLE  XI. — Shewing  tile  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  treated  at  Home  and  in  Hospital, 
the  mortality  at  Home  and  in  Hospital  from  these  Diseases,  with  the  percentage  of  deaths  (1)  to  the 
cases  treated  in  each,  (2)  to  the  total  cases,  (3)  and  to  total  deaths  from  all  causes  111  Greenock 
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56 


TABLE  XII. — Shewing  the  number  of  Families  with  the  number 
of  Persons  therefrom  accommodated  in  the  Reception  House  each 
Month  during  the  Lear  1923,  also  the  average  stay. 


Month. 

Number  of 
Families 

Number  of 
Persons. 

Average  stay 
per  person. 

Number  of  Persons  ln 
Contact  with. 

Total. 

© 

'■3  S 
C P 
c © 

Enteric 

Fever. 

3 > 
© _© 

-3 

— © 
— £ 
* — v £ 

January, 

8 

37 

9-6 

37 

37 

February, 

6 

29 

6.4 

29 

29 

March, 

8 

34 

15-2 

34 

34 

April, 

2 

7 

11.2 

6 

i 

7 

May, 

8 

46 

10-2 

... 

11 

35 

... 

46 

June, 

7 

41 

15*7 

10 

31 

... 

41 

July, 

7 

32 

9-9 

32 

32 

August, 

12 

54 

11-3 

IS 

36 

••• 

54 

September, 

23 

110 

10-6 

... 

110 

... 

no 

October, 

30 

129 

10-0 

129 

... 

129 

November, 

15 

64 

12-1 

64 

64 

December, 

16 

72 

11  -s 

... 

72 

72 

142 

655 

12-5 

39 

615 

i 

655 

Number  of  families  admitted  during  the  year,  - - 142 

,,  persons  ,,  ,,  - - 655 

Average  stay  per  person,  12*5  days. 


